
Skills & Solutions: IPEDS 
Reporting

Rapid Insight

August 21, 2026



©2026 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com©2026 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

2

Meet Your Presenter

Lily Brennan
Strategic Leader, 

Data and Analytics

https://www.eab.com/
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How to Access Rapid Insight

Edify partners can access Rapid Insight 

complimentarily by indicating so in our closing 

poll question today or reaching out to your 

Strategic Leader.

https://www.eab.com/
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How to Use this

Editable Road Map

1. Determine how many 

sections are needed.

If rows aren’t needed 

delete from the bottom 

(for accessibility 

purposes). Select all 

rows and move down to 
visually align on slide. 

If more rows are needed 

copy and paste rows to 
the bottom (for 

accessibility purposes). 

Distribute and align as 

necessary. 

2. Change the first section 

title to Verdana 9pt 

Regular, so all the titles 

are the exact same
font style.

3. Type in #’s and section 

titles for all levels.

4. Duplicate the slide so 

you have a slide for 

each section.

5. On each slide, change 

the highlighted section 

title to Rockwell 14pt 

Regular.

4

ROADMAP

1 IPEDS Fixed Width Files in Construct

2 Live Demonstration

3 Discussion & Questions

https://www.eab.com/
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5IPEDS Data Collection Methods

Data Entry

Manual and time 
consuming

Error prone

File 

Upload/Import

Greater efficiency 
and time savings

Less prone to 
human error

https://www.eab.com/
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6What Is a Fixed Width File?

A text file that is arranged so that 

each column has a specified width.
Fixed Width File Example

No delimiters used to separate fields

A schema is used to create the file

The position where each 
column begins and ends is known

The width of each column is known

https://www.eab.com/
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7What Is a Schema File?

• Column title

Requirements for a 

schema file:

• Column starting 
position

• Length of field in 
number of characters

• Data type of field

A schema describes the 

structure of a data file.

New this year:
Updated schema files are pre-
applied to Construct Output 
Nodes!

https://www.eab.com/
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8Rapid Insight Collaborative Cloud

Download 12 Month Enrollment to Follow Along

https://www.eab.com/
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9Using the Pre-Configured IPEDS Output Nodes

1. Create a folder on your 
Desktop with the 

Survey Name.

2. Edit the Parameters 
to reflect your 

Windows Username 
and the Survey you 

are working on.

3.  If you are working in a 
separate job, create a 

Username and Survey 
parameter with your 

Windows Username and the 
Survey you are working on.

Before using the IPEDS 
Outputs, make sure you:

https://www.eab.com/
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10Using the Pre-Configured IPEDS Output Nodes

1. Prepare the data for each survey 
part.

2. Each survey part has its own 

Output node configured with the 
required fixed-width schema.

3. For each prepared dataset:
• Connect or copy the 

corresponding Output node 
to the end of your 
workflow.

• Verify that it is 
connected to the correct 

survey part.
• Run the Output node. The 

files will be saved in the 

survey folder on your 
Desktop.

4. After all survey part files have 
been generated, run the Script 

node to append all parts into a 
single, upload-ready .txt file.

https://www.eab.com/
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What’s a Break Type?

Here are some examples:

• Section

• Chapter

• Tool

• Appendix

• Case Study

If not needed, you may 
delete the break type box.

11

SECTION

2

Demo
Creating Fixed Width Files in Construct

https://www.eab.com/


©2026 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com©2026 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

What’s a Break Type?

Here are some examples:

• Section

• Chapter

• Tool

• Appendix

• Case Study

If not needed, you may 
delete the break type box.
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SECTION

3

Q&A
+ Next Steps

https://www.eab.com/
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13Q&A

What questions do you have?
(About IPEDS, Construct, or anything else!)

https://www.eab.com/
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14Next Steps

1. Meet with your Strategic Leader 
to discuss getting started with 

Rapid Insight.

2. Schedule a time to meet with 

Lily for support as needed.

3. Want to dive deeper? Check out 
the recording from the first 

session of our Institutional 
Reporting Series focused on 

IPEDS reporting.

Help Center Resources:

• Using Rapid Insight to 
Generate IPEDS Submission 

Files

• Simplify IPEDS Reporting with 
Rapid Insight + Edify

https://www.eab.com/
https://support.rapidinsight.eab.com/hc/en-us/articles/21990061411095-Institutional-Reporting-Series
Using Rapid Insight to Generate IPEDS Submission Files
Using Rapid Insight to Generate IPEDS Submission Files
Using Rapid Insight to Generate IPEDS Submission Files
Using Rapid Insight to Generate IPEDS Submission Files
https://support.rapidinsight.eab.com/hc/en-us/articles/42520500463767-Resource-Simplify-IPEDS-Reporting-with-Rapid-Insight-Edify
https://support.rapidinsight.eab.com/hc/en-us/articles/42520500463767-Resource-Simplify-IPEDS-Reporting-with-Rapid-Insight-Edify
https://support.rapidinsight.eab.com/hc/en-us/articles/42520500463767-Resource-Simplify-IPEDS-Reporting-with-Rapid-Insight-Edify
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Session Evaluation

We Value Your Feedback

Please take a moment to 

 complete our Zoom poll 

before you go.

Thank you! 

https://www.eab.com/


202-747-1000 | eab.com

@eab @WeAreEAB@eab-

EAB Contact Info
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