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Meet Your Presenters

James Cousins
Senior Strategic Leader, 
Data and Analytics

Lily Brennan
Strategic Leader, 
Data and Analytics
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Submit a Question or Comment

Use the Q&A feature 
to ask presenters 
questions

Use the Chat feature to 
send messages to all 
panelists and attendees
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Turn on Captions

Enable an automated Live Transcript –  
Show Subtitle or View Full Transcript
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5Give the Chat a Try!

What are you most looking forward to as the 

weather warms up?
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7Welcome to the Institutional Reporting Series!

Steps to Build, Use, and Evaluate Your Model

MARCH 28 JULY 11

. 

NOVEMBER 7

IPEDS Reporting

Delve into 3 key areas essential 
to any Rapid Insight user 
responsible for IPEDS reporting:

• Fixed width formatting

• Transposing data

• Creating flags for key 
demographics

Accreditation Reporting

Learn how to align data analysis 
jobs with your institution’s 
accreditation requirements like:

• Merging/appending tables 
where needed

• Performing known cleanup 
tasks

• Creating useful new variables

Ad Hoc Reporting

Manage ad hoc requests 
outside annual compliance 
reporting more efficiently by:

• Using metadata to get a 
sense for the dataset itself 

• Reviewing correlations 
between characteristics and 
outcomes

Register for the sessions here!

https://eab.com/events/2024-rapid-insight-institutional-reporting/
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1

Discussion
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9Use the Annotate Feature to ‘Stamp’ Your Vote

Find the Annotate option at the bottom of your Zoom screen.

Select “Stamp”

1

2

3 Click on the screen to add 
your stamp!
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10Pop Quiz! What does IPEDS stand for?

Use the stamp feature to cast your vote!

Institutional 
Postsecondary 
Education Data 

System

Integrated 
Postsecondary 
Education Data 

System

International 
Postsecondary 
Education Data 

System
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11Evaluating Your Current IPEDS Process

How would you describe your current IPEDS reporting process?

High Effort

Low Effort

Organized Disorganized
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12Bumps in the Road

Which parts of the IPEDS reporting process are the most

challenging or time-consuming for you?

Sourcing necessary 
data

Blending/reconciling 
disparate sources

Formatting data Submitting data

1

2
3

4

1 2 3 4
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13Your Role in the IPEDS Reporting Process

Less

involved

More

involved

Do you wish you were:

How do you think of your current involvement 
in the IPEDS reporting process?

Data contributor Key holderCoordinator for multiple

IPEDS surveys
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14Data Submission

How are you submitting your IPEDS data?

Manual data entry through survey 

collection form

Uploading data using fixed 

width files
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2

Techniques
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16Poll

How confident are you that you could 

improve your upcoming IPEDS 

submission process?
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173 Common Challenges & How to Tackle Them

Calculating Accurate Totals

Create Flags and Aggregate

Formatting Data

Transform, Cleanse, Transpose, Rename

Submitting Data

Fixed Width File Output
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18Calculating Accurate Totals

Step 1: Create Flags

A “flag” is a binary column indicating 
that a record does or does not meet a 
certain condition. Example:

An “Enrolled within 12 months” flag 
would mark students who enrolled 
within 1 year of HS graduation/GED 
with a 1 and students who enrolled 
after 1 year with a 0.

Flags can be created in the Transform 
node.

IF(DAYSBETWEEN([A],[B])<365,1,0)
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19Calculating Accurate Totals

Step 2: Aggregate

The Aggregate node 
allows you to count 
records or individual 
values and group those 
counts by categories that 
exist in your dataset.

Example:

Count the number of students 
by Gender
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20Formatting Data

The Transform node allows you to insert columns with a constant or null for every record, 
or generate new fields

Transform Cleanse Transpose Rename
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21Formatting Data

The Cleanse node allows you to replace record values with other values or codes.

Transform Cleanse Transpose Rename

The Import specification appendix often contains code crosswalks that data needs to 
follow.



©2024 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com©2024 by EAB. All Rights Reserved. eab.com

22Formatting Data

The Transpose node allows you to reformat data from long form ((multiple rows per value) 
to wide form (1 row per value)

Transform Cleanse Transpose Rename
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23Formatting Data

The Rename node allows you to rename and reorder columns to match schema requirements

Transform Cleanse Transpose Rename
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24Submitting Data

Uploading IPEDS 

Data Manually

Time-consuming

Risks errors in data 
submission
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25Submitting Data
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26Submitting Data

There are no delimiters 
used to separate fields in 
this type of file.

Columns are distinguished 
from one another by width 
(since the width of each 
field is known, the position 
that each column begins 
and ends is also known)

A schema is used to create 
a fixed width file

Fixed width file: A text file that is arranged so that each column has 
a specified width. 
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27Submitting Data

Requirements for a 
schema file:

Column title

Column starting position

Length of field in number 
of characters

Data type of field

Schema: Describes the structure of a data file
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28Submitting Data: Try This Instead

Follow the import specs1
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29Submitting Data: Try This Instead

Generate fixed width files with the Output node2
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3

Live Demo
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31Poll

How confident are you that you could 

improve your upcoming IPEDS 

submission process with the skills we 

discussed today?
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